
UNA-Canada Placement Programme kicking into high gear 

Alex Waxman and his team for our UN Professional Placement Programme (UNPPP) are toiling 

tirelessly with a little over six weeks before the winter deployment of Junior Professional 

Consultants (JPCs) leave home to work with the UN in 18 offices on three continents. Final decisions 

have almost been made which of the hundreds of this cycle’s applicants will be deployed. This cycle 

saw impressive application numbers, over 240, motivated in large part by an expansion of the 

programme’s marketing strategy, which now boats over 1400 points of contact with post-secondary 

institutions across Canada.  

The interview and review process was an arduous one, but was helped along by the generous 

volunteer support of the Association of Professional Executives of the Public Service of Canada 

(APEX). The APEX volunteers, retired human resources professionals, helped the UNPPP team go 

through the applications of each candidate, and conducted many of the interviews of those 

applicants who made it to the screening process. UNA-Canada is extremely grateful for this support, 

and hopes that we will be able to work with APEX again. 

In other news, UNPPP is also finalizing an arrangement with the Balsillie School of International 

Affairs (BSIA) in Waterloo, Ontario. This would see a partnership between UNA-Canada and the 

School – an institutional collaboration of the Centre for International Governance, the University of 

Waterloo, and Wilfred Laurier University – that would create six fully funded placements for BSIA 

students to any number of UN offices with which the UNPPP has active relations. This is an 

extremely exciting opportunity, and we are looking to an exciting, and educational partnership with 

the BSIA.  

 

The New Diplomacy of Natural Resources finds great success with two forums in Waterloo and 

Gatineau 

Dorian Deaux, UNA-Canada’s Project Officer, is back in the office after wrapping two extremely 

successful forums as part of our New Diplomacy of Natural Resources programme (New Dips). The 

first occurred on October 29, at the Canadian Museum of History Gatineau, Quebec; the second was 

two days later, at the Balsillie School of International Affairs in Waterloo, Ontario. The two forums 

together made the setting for meetings of 45 delegates, including from the University of Ottawa, 

Ryerson University, the University of Calgary, and a range of other academic institutions. 

Participating with the delegates were 8 subject matter experts, including distinguished guests from 

the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples, Environnement JEUnesse, the Canadian Association of 

Petroleum Producers, the Government of Alberta, the University of Waterloo, and the Canadian 

Council for Aboriginal Business. Delegates also listened to Guest Speakers at each event: in Gatineau, 

Kenneth William Mariash Sr., of Focus Equities; in Waterloo, Dr. Steven Young, associate professor in 

the School of Environment, Enterprise, and Development at the University of Waterloo. UNA-Canada 

is extremely grateful for the time and generosity of all involved in making these forums great. 

Delegates at the New Dips Forums engaged in deep discussion issues as part of a multi-sectoral 

simulation, including representatives from the private, government and non-government sectors, 

with the aim to negotiate and build consensus on the future of natural resource development in 



Canada. Delegates and subject matter experts were extremely impressively, bringing high-level, well-

researched debate to both forums and, along the way, generating a lot of attention toward New 

Dips and the issues that were dealt with – on the first day of the New Dips forums, the programme 

saw an additional 300 followers on its Twitter account, interesting in finding out what these young 

“New Diplomats” had to say and see what the future of natural resources in this country could be. 

 

 Celebrating the70th Anniversary of UN International Civil Aviation Organization and Pearson Peace 

Medal Laureate, December 5th. 

The United Nations Association in Canada will be celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the UN’s 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) at a Cinq a Sept Luncheon on Friday December 5th 

2014 in Montreal. This is an opportunity for sponsors to network with senior industry leaders, 

corporate executives, senior government officials, and civic stakeholders as a demonstration of the 

importance of the corporate and civil societies working together. ICAO staff and Member State 

representatives sincerely appreciate the importance that the aviation industry has on our global 

community and in bringing the world together. 

The special guest speaker for this event is ICAO Secretary-General, Raymond Benjamin. Mr. Bejamin 

has led the ICAO since 2009, with a long, illustrious career in civil aviation spanning more than 30 

years. More information on him is available at ICAO’s Secretariat page here. 

UNA-Canada will honor ICAO at the luncheon that will profile the accomplishments of ICAO, with a 

focus on what ICAO has brought to Montreal. The luncheon will begin at 1pm and run until 2pm, 

with a limited number of seats available. 

The proceeds from the Luncheon will support the youth, educational and community-based 

programming of the United Nations Association in Canada (UNA-Canada), specifically their 

sustaining recognition of and engagement with ICAO and other Montreal UN offices going forward. 

Please contact James D. Lee at (613) 232-5751 ext 228 or James.lee@unac.org for ticket information 

or any questions regarding the luncheon, sponsorship levels or with alternative sponsorship 

proposals. 
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